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1 home at this time, so we're not adding any work. 

2 My house does not have radiant heating -- I 

3 mean radiant barrier. When we built my daughter's 

4 house, it does. She is about 50 feet away from me. 

5 There's better -- there's at least 10 to 15 degrees 

6 difference every day between the two houses. My 

7 house is at least 10 to 15 degrees hotter than my 

8 daughter's house. 

9 I know this is what we need. It is not going 

10 to be burdensome to the Planning [sic] Department. 

11 We're addressing one issue, and I really hope that 

12 we can get this out and not get bogged down on some 

13 of the things that we've been discussing. I think 

14 it's doable. I think the Department can handle it, 

15 and I think it is something that's long overdue. 

16 Thank you. 

17 CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you. Any other discussions? 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

Comments? If you would allow me -- and then we can 

go back to other comments. Since this has been 

coming forth in this Committee, we've had about ten 

meetings about this, and if you recall, in our 

earlier meetings we've had very positive feedback 

from a number of folks. Some concerns were raised, 

and I think because those concerns were raisedt 

we -- I've decided to delay -- or this Committee 
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will delay discussions on the solar water heating 

and those other aspects. 

I think that we need to adopt this as our 

baseline to have a Model Energy Code adopted as 

such. The part about the contractor or the 

designers r professionals certifying plans, they do 

that all the time for a number of things. It's not 

just going to be for this particular Code. They do 

it for a lot of the Codes. And I like to think that 

our community is made up of professionals that 

really take their job seriously and are committed to 

the community. I think you're always going to find r 

you know r a coupler one or two r people who are 

trying tOr you know r take the shortcut and perhaps 

not do things as well as they should r but I believe 

the Department is aware of who those individuals are 

and will be watching their plans and perhaps 

inspecting their plans better. 

When it comes to the workload for the Public 

Works Department r I think that also is an issuer 

where I think Greg was saying that r you know r they 

could use more inspectors right now. And if we 

don't want to hire any more inspectors r the 

alternative is not to give them work r which means we 

slow down construction. If we saYr you know r the 
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first 50 permits in per year, that's it, because 

that's all the Department can handle. So there are 

ways that we can control what's going on as far as 

the workload for the inspectors or the Department. 

I know that we have a lot of laws on the 

books, and perhaps many of them are, "unenforceable" 

100 percent of the time, but I do not believe that 

because something is unenforceable means we don't 

have that law. We can't have a cop on every corner 

to make sure that nobody is breaking the speed limit 

or disregarding traffic signs. We have to depend 

upon our community members to be voluntary 

voluntarily comply with what laws we have. 

I think we have some other discussions to go 

into. I am a little disappointed that the energy 

programs for Maui County haven't moved forward as 

quickly as we should. I really -- you know, when 

people say pick your battles, I'm picking this one. 

This is going to be my battle. And members 

community -- community members, I feel so strongly 

that we need to do something about this and this 

is -- I think this is a good beginning. It's not 

the end-all, but it is a good beginning to us having 

an Energy Code that we can deal with, that we can be 

kind of proud of in this community. 
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We will continue to work on it in the next 

term or the years to come, but I think we should 

adopt this one as is to get us started in the right 

direction. I know and understand what Kal is saying 

about the incentives or the disincentives or the 

free ride that developers get by not having an 

impact fee when they hook up to the utility grid, 

and all of that, but that's, as we have said, and 

he's admitted to, it's a much larger question, 

probably not appropriate for this -- this particular 

venue for discussion. 

I also want to bring up a thing about 

incentives. Those incentives are paid for by 

somebody, whether they're a utility incentive or a 

State tax credit or a State incentive, somebody 

pays. And guess who those somebodies are? They're 

us. All the ratepayers pay for all the subsidies. 

All the taxpayers pay for all the State and County 

and whatever subsidies. It's tax dollars that we 

put into the Solar Roofs Initiative. So at some 

point in time -- and this becomes a discussion even 

nationally about incentives and tax credits. At 

what point are those going to stop? And I think 

that we need to make inroads to bring this benefit 

of not subsidizing everybody or everybody not 
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subsidizing a few. So some point in time we have to 

take a stand on this. And while incentives are 

great, remember that somebody's paying for it. 

And every year I think at the Legislature a 

discussion comes up about continuing or 

discontinuing the solar tax credit, or almost every 

year. So, I mean, there's always that question. 

And as budgets get tighter and tighter, those are 

the things that are going to go away first. So 

while it's I've heard and people have talked to 

me about this radiant -- the barriers, the radiant 

heat barriers, it could be as low as $300 to put it 

in when they're building it for a home that's now 

around, what, a half a million dollars? So that's a 

very small amount to have to put into a building or 

a single-family residential, which is what we're 

talking about, low rise, single-family residential. 

So, Members, I ask that you support this bill 

as it is written to replace what we have in the 

Code. If you'll notice, it is repealing our Section 

16.26.1300 is repealed, and it will be replaced by 

the verbiage that is started on page 22 and 

continues to the end. By reference it does adopt 

also the Hawaii Model Energy Code with the 

amendments as stated in here. And this is the same 
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1 procedure we go through for the Fire Code and the 

2 Plumbing Code, the Electrical Code, so it's not out 

3 of the ordinary that the Department cannot handle 

4 referencing one and with amendments by Code. 

5 Members, I do ask for your support in this 

6 and open it up for further discussion at this time. 

7 Mr. Kane. 

8 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Thank you, Chair, and just 

9 procedurally I know we still have testimony open 

10 this morning. 

11 CHAIR TAVARES: Oh, yes. 

12 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: So before we get into any type of 

13 formal recommendations and into the -- any motions, 

14 perhaps we can provide 

15 CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you. 

16 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: -- the public. 

17 CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you for reminding me about that. Is 

18 there anyone in the audience that wishes to come and 

19 testify at this time? Okay, seeing nobody moving, 

20 running toward the podium, we'll close public 

21 testimony at this point. 

22 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: No objections. 

23 VICE-CHAIR MATEO: No objection. 

24 CHAIR TAVARES: No objection? Thank you. Okay, Members, 

25 any other, further comments? 
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1 COUNCILMEMBER KANE: Chair, your recommendation. 

2 CHAIR TAVARES: Okay, my recommendation is to pass this 

3 out of Committee to the full Council, also to file 

4 the item that's in Committee, with the 

5 understanding, Members, that anything related to 

6 solar water heating or anything else, like the wall 

7 insulation or the high performance windows, we'll 

8 pull those out and I'll re-introduce it next term so 

9 that we don't -- we can file most of the stuff 

10 having to do with this. 

11 COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: So moved. 

12 VICE-CHAIR MATEO: Second. 

13 CHAIR TAVARES: Okay. It's been moved and seconded. Any 

14 discussion? Mr. Carroll, as the mover? 

15 COUNCILMEMBER CARROLL: No discussion. 

16 CHAIR TAVARES: Mr. Mateo, as the seconder? Mr. --

17 COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Comment. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

CHAIR TAVARES: -- Hokama. Thank you. 

COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: Thank you, Chair. I paid with 

great interest your comments, Chair, this morning, 

and I can understand your position, and I take that 

into account as our Chairperson of our standing 

Committee in your recommendation to us. I will say 

that I have reservations, though, particularly when 

we continue to refer back to the study, the Hawaii 
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Model Energy Code. You know, for me, programs that 

tell us where we are and what we1re doing currently, 

and we1re not doing, it's okay. But it doesn't 

motivate me. I don't think it motivates our 

community to where we want to be, and shouldn't that 

be what a Model Energy Code is, to motivate and have 

our community strive to be at a better place 

regarding energy? 

You know, it's so easy to tell us, well, we 

got this percent done, we don't do this, or whatnot. 

You know, we hear about everything in this County on 

all subjects, but I wish we would have more options 

of who we can become and where we can go with those 

programs and strive for the betterment of our 

individual selves as well as our collective whole, 

which is called the community. To say that I am 

disappointed with this 193 outdated version, even 

with Oahu's adjustment. So why wouldn't we be 

adopting the Oahu's Model Energy Code, circa 

whatever it be the date? 

I would hope that we would get -- from the 

Chair's comments, I look forward to those other 

considerations and options down the road. Because 

one thing this County takes continued pride in is we 

wait for no one. And maybe we need a County of Maui 
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1 Energy Code that reflects who we are and where we 

2 want to be as a County and as our County community. 

3 I don't need wait for the State. I really don't 

4 need to wait for Big Island, Oahu, or Kauai 

5 counties. It's part of who we are as a County. 

6 It's part of our history. And again, Chair, I think 

7 that make up of us is automatically a motivating 

8 challenge to do it even better. 

9 So I will support you this morning, Chair, 

10 and my comments is more to try and, again, incite 

11 the challenge of where we want to go, and not be 

12 continued to be told where we are. Thank you. 

13 CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you. Just a point of information, 

14 too. I think that the DSA folks, Ralph Nagamine in 

15 particular, looked at the Honolulu -- City & County 

16 of Honolulu's Code and some of the amendments, the 

17 parts that's underlined in this, came from 

18 Honolulu's tweaking of the Hawaii Energy Code. 

19 COUNCILMEMBER HOKAMA: And, Chairman, if I may just add as 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

part of my concluding comments, I asked the 

departments to work with us, because in other areas 

of documentation, whether it be part of the County 

Code, whether you see it in the General Plan, 

whether you see it in specific regional community 

plans, you know, we talk about Hawaiian-style 
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architecture, and hopefully we have some sense of 

collective agreement in defining what that is. And 

as you look at trying to make the Model Energy Code 

fit what we support in verbiage of Hawaiian 

architecture, I hope that means that we continue to 

look at high-pitched ceilings that get good 

ventilation and flow through the attic system, the 

ability to not only look at on-site slab work, that 

we would look at post and pier again to continue 

that underground ventilation under the buildings to 

reduce the need for, again, drainage problems or the 

need of more AC units to cool that concrete that we 

tend to want to use for our base foundation and site 

work. 

I just bring that up for the record, Chair, 

because there's a lot of good that we have from the 

past architectural styles, and we decided that no, 

we don't want windows that open. We want it closed 

so we can have central air conditioning. We don't 

want fans because we want that nice cold breeze from 

something that burns a lot more fuel. So I just 

share that as part of my frustrations and my support 

for you to get moving on the ball, Chair. And 

hopefully next term with enough Members' support we 

can get an even better policy statement. Thank you. 
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1 CHAIR TAVARES: Thank you for your comments, Mr. Hokama. 

2 Any further comments? Okay, if not, seeing none, 

3 all those in favor, say "aye." 

4 COUNCIL MEMBERS VOICED AYE. 

5 CHAIR TAVARES: All those opposed? 

6 VOTE: AYES: Councilmembers Carroll, Hokama, Kane, 
Vice-Chair Mateo, and Chair Tavares. 

7 NOES: None. 

8 

9 

10 

11 

ABSTAIN: 
ABSENT: 
EXC. : 

MOTION CARRIED. 

ACTION: 

None. 
None. 
None. 

FIRST READING of proposed bill and 
FILING of communication. 

45 

12 CHAIR TAVARES: Okay. It's passed unanimously. The Chair 

13 votes aye. 

14 Any announcements, Members? Okay, seeing no 

15 announcements, this meeting of today, September 

16 27th, is adjourned. (Gavel). Thank you. 

17 ADJOURN: 10: 19 a.m. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 
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2 STATE OF HAWAI I 

3 SS. 
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5 

6 I, Jessica R. Perry, Certified Shorthand Reporter 

7 for the State of Hawaii, hereby certify that the 

8 proceedings were taken down by me in machine shorthand and 

9 was thereafter reduced to typewritten form under my 

10 supervision; that the foregoing represents to the best of 

11 my ability, a true and correct transcript of the 

12 proceedings had in the foregoing matter. 

13 I further certify that I am not attorney for any of 

14 the parties hereto, nor in any way concerned with the 

15 cause. 

16 DATED this 25th day of October, 2004, in Honolulu, 

17 Hawaii. 
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